Discover Monaghans Rich Craft & Artisan Food Trail

discover our trail of
crafts & foods

An Artisan Trail

COUNTY MONAGHAN IS ONE OF IRELAND'S BEST KEPT SECRETS!
UNSPOILED LANDSCAPE, WILDLIFE, BEAUTIFUL SCENERY, AND LOTS TO DO
FOR BOTH LOCAL AND VISITOR ALIKE. COME AND EXPLORE!

County Monaghan is rightly proud of its many highly talented,
creative and innovative food producers and craftspeople. Many of
our local Monaghan businesses are well established and operate
on a national and international basis. These include the
household names of Monaghan Mushrooms, Silver Hill Farm and
Arthur Mallon Foods. The purpose of this Artisan Food and Crafts
Trail is to introduce you to our many less well known crafts people
and artisan producers who welcome you to visit their premises
and see their work and creativity in action. These visits will add an
additional dimension to your experience of our Drumlin County
and enable you to make personal contacts and links with our very
interesting and talented artisan population. Many of our artisans
also welcome group visits – ideal for school groups and visits by
voluntary organisations and groups.
We hope that you will enjoy the variety of our Visitor Trail which
includes seeing hemp growing and juicing, artisan brewing, hand
weaving and creating your very own personal pot a potter’s wheel.
These are just some of the intriguing visits you can make and
experiences you can enjoy throughout County Monaghan. And
there’s lots lots more ….
Check out the Artisan Food and Crafts Trail to see the range of
visits which are available.
We hope you enjoy it! For further information, please visit
www.monaghantourism.com

“The more you are blessed with experience, the fuller
and the more enriched you are in your craft ”.
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan

design & production: www.pH7.ie

Welcome to the County Monaghan
Artisan Food and Crafts Trail!

discover our trail of
crafts & foods

MONAGHAN AN ARTISAN COUNTY
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DISCOVER COUNTY MONAGHAN’S VIBRANT LANDSCAPE – A FOLDING TERRAIN OF TRANQUIL FARMLAND, GREEN HILLS
AND GLISTENING LAKES DOTTED WITH PICTURESQUE MARKET TOWNS. A WORLD WHICH EXHALES THE IMAGES, SIGHTS
AND SOUNDS OF THE POETRY OF PATRICK KAVANAGH, MONAGHAN’S WORLD FAMOUS SON.
THIS IS DRUMLIN COUNTRY. SURPRISES AWAIT: HISTORIC SITES, ENIGMATIC MOMUMENTS OF THE PAST AND A HOST OF
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITES LIE FOLDED INTO THIS LUSH GREEN LANDSCAPE.
WARM HOSPITALITY IS A HALLMARK OF THE COUNTY WHICH HAS A GROWING AND WELL EARNED REPUTATION FOR ITS
CUISINE. ENTERTAINMENT, SPORTS AND LEISURE ACTIVITIES ABOUND.
THE INDIGENOUS ECONOMY HAS PRODUCED MUCH ENTERPRISE AND INDUSTRY AND A HOST OF SKILLED
ARTISAN PRODUCERS WHOSE WORK REFLECT THE RICH SPIRIT AND LANDSCAPE OF THEIR NATIVE COUNTY.
COME, EXPLORE, AND ENJOY FOR YOURSELF – YOU WON’T BE DISAPPOINTED.
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busy bee ceramics
POTTERY STUDIO & POTTERY SCHOOL

address:

Mullan Village, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 47 70687

mobile:

+353 (0) 86 1080738

contact:

Brenda McGinn

e-mail:

brenda@busybeeceramics.ie

web:

www.busybeeceramics.ie

hours: 10am – 5pm (Wed to Fri) and 2pm – 6pm
(Sat & Sun). Outside hours can also be arranged.

ABOUT US
The very talented Brenda McGinn produces beautifully hand crafted
and unique ceramics at her pottery studio in Mullan village. Brenda
also loves to teach ceramics to all ages and a visit to her studio to
“throw your own” pot is a wonderfully enjoyable and educational
experience for individual visitors, school tours and groups. When
you create your pot on the Busy Bee potter’s wheel Brenda will glaze
and finish your personal creation in her kiln and post to you
wherever you are. Children and adults alike love taking part - and get
a little mucky! You can also visit the Busy Bee showroom to view and
purchase Brenda’s top class hand crafted products. The perfect gift
and souvenir of your visit to Monaghan.
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address:

3 Mullan Village, Emyvale, Co. Monaghan

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 7736423

contact:

Brendan McCarey

e-mail:

paintedclans@gmail.com

web:

www.paintedclans.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Brendan via the details above.

ABOUT US
County Monaghan Artist & Designer Brendan McCarey creates
custom, hand-painted, contemporary family coats-of-arms at his
Painted Clans studio in the picturesque, nineteenth century mill
village of Mullan. Each crest is researched and redesigned with a
modern, minimalist style, keeping all the original elements that make
up the crests. Brendan hand paints the symbols using fine acrylic
paint. The crests are framed, rubber embossed and signed to form
the perfect wedding, birthday or Christmas gift and a treasured
family heirloom. Painted Clan Family Coats of Arms blend expert
hand crafting skills and meticulous attention to detail with
traditional, modern and sentimental values.

PAINTED CLANS
HAND PAINTED COATS OF ARMS
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glaslough chocolate

address:

Glaslough Village, Co. Monaghan

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 0914321

contact:

Trish Murphy-Thom

e-mail:

info@glasloughchocolates.com

web:

www.glasloughchocolates.com

hours: 12.00 – 5.00pm Monday to Saturday

MANUFACTURE & RETAIL
ABOUT US
The Glaslough Chocolate Company is nestled in the quaint
and beautiful historic village of Glaslough. Here Trish makes
scrumptious artisan chocolates, handmade in small batches
using Belgian chocolate, fresh local cream and butter.
Absolutely delicious!
Call to see Trish at work and sample her lovely creations for
yourself. The perfect gift for family and friends!
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address:

10 Main St., Glaslough, Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 47 88363

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 6230317

eircode:

H18 PY89

contact:

Joe Mallon

e-mail:

mallon.joe55@gmail.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Joe via the details above.

ABOUT US
Art of Clay is the business name of ceramic artist Joe Mallon
who is located in the picturesque village of Glaslough. For over
25 years, Joe has exhibited his work in galleries, fairs and
exhibitions throughout Ireland and abroad. He has received
many public art commissions for his work which veers towards
sculptural elements echoing the natural beauty of the
neighbouring Castle Leslie Estate and the surrounding rural
landscape. Joe also produces domestic items to adorn the
interior of the discerning home. All works express a strong
painterly richness, colour and texture whether it is a vase, dish,
clock, mirror or mug. Ideal for that unique and original gift.
Commissions also welcome.

joe mallon, ‘art of clay’
CERAMIC ARTIST
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mk woodcrafts

address:

Glaslough, Co. Monaghan

eircode:

H18 HY22

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 6483952

contact:

Mark McKenna

e-mail:

mark@mkwoodcrafts.com

web:

www.mkwoodcrafts.com

hours:

8.30am – 5.30pm Monday to Friday
Outside hours by appointment.

HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE & DESIGN

ABOUT US
In his workshop near the lovely village of Glaslough, Mark’s
beautifully designed range includes wooden framed mirrors,
clocks and solid timber coffee tables as well as bespoke
pieces. MK Woodcrafts uses only native burr timbers and
their striking natural appearance helps to produce
remarkable and unique furniture. Mark can customise pieces
to your requirements and is always happy to try new ideas
regarding furniture concepts and designs. MK Woodcrafts
use only the finest raw materials to produce the highest
possible quality finished products.
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pollocks pickles
PICKLES & PRESERVES PRODUCERS

address:

Cornamundy, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan

eircode:

H18 XW71

mobile:
contact:

+353 (0) 86 6670174
Glennys Pollock

e-mail:

info@pollockspickles.com

web:

www.pollockspickles.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Glennys via the details above.

ABOUT US
Pollocks’ Pickles is an award winning Irish Artisan Food company
producing a wide range of homemade chutneys, relishes, jams and
pickles. Set up in 2010 by Glennys & Meredith Pollock, Pollocks
Pickles is situated among the drumlins of County Monaghan outside
Monaghan town.
Pollocks Pickles use traditional cooking methods to make high
quality full flavoured products that rekindle memories of ‘days gone
by’. By combining the freshest of local produce, where possible, with
that "little bit of something different” they create a truly magical
"Taste of Monaghan." All products are free from artificial colours,
flavourings and preservatives.
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address:

Clontibret, Co. Monaghan

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 2934910

contact:

Benny Magennis

e-mail:

hello@whackpackfurniture.com

web:

www.whackpackfurniture.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Benny via the details above.

ABOUT US
Whackpack Furniture & Gifts was founded by Benny Magennis who
is a furniture, product and exhibition designer. Graduating from The
National School of Furniture in London in 2011, Benny was
shortlisted at The New Designer of the Year Awards in the UK and
was also celebrated as one of 30 emerging designers in the world at
London Design Festival by Dezeen Magazine. Whackpack Furniture
and Gifts pursue an ethical and sustainable way of offering
consumers alternative hand crafted self assembly furniture and gifts
through fun, function and satisfaction. Their creations are heavily
influenced by the nostalgic simple ways of old Irish country life.
They have recently exhibited in New York, Paris and London and
currently export their products to markets throughout the world.

whackpack
FURNITURE AND GIFTS
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address:

Annayalla, Castleblayney Co. Monaghan

eircode:

A75 Y318

tel:

+353 (0) 42 9746614

weekends:

+353 (0) 87 6821563

contact:

Liz Christy

e-mail:

info@lizchristy.com

web:

www.lizchristy.com

liz christy ‘swallow studios’

hours:

10.00am – 6pm Monday to Friday.
Open weekends by arrangement.

LIZ CHRISTY, ‘HANDWOVEN IN IRELAND’

ABOUT US
Swallow Studios houses the workshop to one of Ireland’s
best established textile artists, hand-weaver Liz Christy. For
over 20 years, Liz has been creating colourful hand-woven
scarves inspired in particular by her favourite painter, Claude
Monet. Authentic ‘LIZ CHRISTY-HANDWOVEN IN IRELAND’
Scarves are collectible wearable art; beautifully crafted with
wide appeal as a special gift. Each scarf is an original and
guaranteed hand-woven in Ireland.
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louise loughman

‘SWALLOW YARN BARN’ BATIK ARTIST

address:

Annayalla, Castleblayney Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 42 9746614

eircode:

A75 Y318

contact:

Louise Loughman

e-mail:

designsbylouise@eircom.net

web:

www.louiseloughmanartist.com

hours:

10.00am – 6pm Monday to Friday

ABOUT US
Inspired by the Irish landscape and her delvings into Irish
folklore and Celtic mythology, Louise creates a beautiful range
of silk products using a combination of hand painting and batik
art. Louise’s original handcrafted pieces include wall hangings,
framed art, art cards and a collection of colourful hand painted
silk scarves and shawls. Louises creations are sold to craft
shops and galleries all over Ireland. Louise also offers a range of
dip dyed wool hand dyed on site in Swallow Studios.
Visit and enjoy a rich textile art experience.
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address:

Mullyash, Castleblayney Co. Monaghan

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 9705775

contact:
e-mail:

Grace Brennan
kingsforgedesigns-glass@yahoo.ie

web:

www.kingsforgeglass.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Grace via the details above. Flexible - by
appointment and a maximum of 4-6 visitors at a time.

king’s forge glass
GLASS ART STUDIO

ABOUT US
Located at the top of Mullyash, reputedly the highest point in County
Monaghan, this long-derelict forge has been beautifully refurbished
and is now the busy working studio of Grace Brennan. Grace works
with specialist glass and a selection of kilns to make a range of
hand-crafted kiln-formed glass. As each piece is made by hand, no
two can ever be identical, but every finished piece twinkles in a
glistening array of rainbow colours. Grace is inspired daily by her
view of the famous rural drumlins of County Monaghan to make her
whimsical landscapes in glass. Other creations in the range include
wall vases, candleholders, bowls, platters, charming collectible
Christmas decorations, glass gift cards, hanging hearts, and more.
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irish celtic art studio
BRONZE ART STUDIO

address:

The Enterprise Centre, Castleblayney,
Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 42 9751009 or 086 8800781

contact:

Yoram Drori

e-mail:

irishcelticartstudio@hotmail.com

web:

www.irishcelticartstudio.com

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Yoram via the details above.

ABOUT US
The Irish Celtic Art Studio’s crafts were originally inspired by
the magnificent illustrations contained in The Book of Kells.
At his studio in Castleblayney, Yoram Drori produces a
beautiful range of high quality bronze finished pieces. Irish
Celtic Art Studios products have received many major
awards over the years, including the Index Award at the RDS,
Dublin. Yoram continues to create impressive and an ever
expanding range of real bronze finished pieces with unique
designs. Presented in beautiful packaging, their products are
without a doubt a most attractive gift.
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address:

Dunelty, Inniskeen, Co. Monaghan

mobile:

+353 (0) 87 8230914

contact:

Seamus McMahon

e-mail:

seamusmcmahon22@gmail.com

web:

www.brehonbrewhouse.ie

hours:

Monday to Friday from 4pm and
Saturdays from 10am.

ABOUT US
Monaghan’s micro brewery - Brehon Brewhouse - is housed
on the family farm amongst the rolling drumlins of County
Monaghan, just a few miles from the birthplace of Patrick
Kavanagh, the inspiration for their India Pale Ale –Stony
Grey IPA. Brehon Brewhouse creates distinct beers which are
brewed with care and affection. Their brewer has created a
range of well balanced and flavoursome ales which reflect
the changing face of the beer market in Ireland. Here you can
enjoy brewery tours in the tasting room “The Cottage”.

brehon brewhouse
CRAFT BEER PRODUCERS
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carrickmacross lace
LACE GALLERY & RETAIL

address:

Market Sq., Carrickmacross Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 42 9664176

eircode:

A81 K300

contact:

Elizabeth Daly

e-mail:

info@carrickmacrosslace.ie

web:

www.carrickmacrosslace.ie

hours:

9.30 – 5.30pm Monday to Saturday

ABOUT US
Visit the gallery to enjoy a splendid array of beautifully designed and
hand crafted Carrickmacross Lace. Carrickmacross Lace Co-Op was
established in 1984 to exercise quality control for this traditional
cottage industry. They ensure highest standards are maintained in
keeping with the ideals that the original lace craft producers
established back in the early 1820’s. The gallery proudly hosts an
extensive range of both traditional and contemporary designs
cleverly adapted to the materials and executed with the highest level
of expertise. Products range from Christmas baubles to wedding
veils, bespoke pieces, commissions, christening gowns, First
Communion dresses and veils. The gallery also offers a range of
classes and workshops for tour groups and sewing guilds.
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address:

Burdautien, Clones, Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 47 52049

weekends:

+353 (0) 87 7784 035

contact:

Kate Mullaney

e-mail:

kate@healing-with-hemp.com

web:

www.healing-with-hemp.com

hours:

9.00 – 5.00pm Monday to Friday

ABOUT US
Kama Hemp is very proud of their healthy story. For over 10
years now Kate Mullaney & Marcus McCabe have been growing
hemp on their sustainable farm and their passion for this
incredible plant has allowed others benefit from this product
and enjoy an increased healthy lifestyle.
Hemp is an amazing plant with remarkable qualities. It can,
clothe house and feed us. Kate and Marcus love growing hemp
for all these reasons. Their family farm near Clones, Co.
Monaghan allows this crop to be grown naturally, and enjoy the
Irish sun, wind and rain. They harvest their hemp juice at the
height of its growing season in order to capture the juice at its
very best.

kama hemp
HEMP AND HEMP JUICE PRODUCERS
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ulster canal stores

address:

Cara Street, Clones, Co. Monaghan

tel:

+353 (0) 47 52125

eircode:

H23 DN76

manager:

Deirdre Kelly

e-mail:

ulstercanalstores@outlook.com

fb:

www.facebook.com/ulstercanalclones/

hours:

9.00am – 6pm Tuesday to Saturday

CLONES LACE GALLERY, RETAIL & CAFÉ
ABOUT US
The beautiful Ulster Canal Stores are located on the bank of the old
Ulster Canal where their original function was to store agricultural
produce. They are now renowned as the home of Clones Lace and
house a display of beautifully handcrafted antique lace. Locally
crafted Clones Lace is on display and is available to purchase at the
Canal Stores Lace Shop. The history of Clones lace spans from the
time of the Famine through to the setting up of the Clones Lace
Guild to current-day lace makers. The fascinating history of the lace
and its makers is much appreciated by visitors and locals alike.
This beautifully handcrafted traditional lace is of superb quality and
makes a wonderfully unique gift or souvenir of County Monaghan.
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address:

Corraghy, Clones, Co. Monaghan

eircode:

H23 AK40

weekends:

+353 (0) 87 2412787

contact:

Ciaran McPhillips

e-mail:

info@cooperfurniture.ie

web:

www.cooperfurniture.ie

For further information or to arrange an appointment,
please contact Ciaran via the details above.

ABOUT US
At Cooper’s Handcrafted Furniture, talented craftsman, Ciaran Mc
Phillips, designs and manufactures elegant furniture in the
traditional way. Ciaran’s great-grandfather was a Cooper and,
growing up next to his family sawmill in Co. Monaghan, Ciaran
couldn’t help but develop a feeling and love for wood and joinery.
Ciaran creates contemporary furniture and homewares using
traditional joinery methods and solid woods. His oak benches and
writing tables have a traditional air with a mid-century freshness to
their lines - and Ciaran’s handsome simple stools deserve their spot
in kitchens, hallways and playrooms everywhere.

cooper handcraft
BEAUTIFUL HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE
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ACCOMMODATION
There are many excellent approved accommodation
providers in the county offering a wide variety of
accommodation for all budgets.
TYPES OF ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE
• Hotels and Guesthouses
• Bed & Breakfasts
• Specialist Historic accommodation
• Self catering accommodation
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Comhairle Contae Mhuineacháin

Monaghan

Monaghan County Council

Local Enterprise Office in conjunction with Monaghan County
Council is not responsible for any errors or omissions which may
in advertently occur when compiling a document such as this. For
further information on any amenities featured in this publication,
please visit our website on:

www.localenterprise.ie/Monaghan

