
What some famous people  
haven’t said about us - yet! ...

“When I heard about the Monaghan Town tour,  
I realised I should have invaded Ireland instead  
of England” - Julius Ceaser

 “The Monaghan town tour is pure genius. If I had 
known about it sooner I would have went on it!”   
- Leonardo DaVinci

“The best things in life are free” - Paul McCartney

“Simply the best” - Tina Turner 

“I can confirm that the people of Monaghan are 
taking no legal action against either of the above 
for using that well known Monaghan phrase,  
‘the best’. We think that Paul McCartney was talking 
about our tour and Tina Turner was talking about 
our town!” - Monaghan Walking Tour Spokeperson

“I am the world’s best tour guide – apart from those 
in Monaghan” - Kim Jong Il

phone: 087 252 5457
email: patrickjoesphsherry@gmail.com

website: www.monaghantourism.com

WALKING
TOURS

TOWN

Every Saturday at 11am

90 minutes

For Further Information

Nestled in rolling drumlins, Monaghan 
is a small town steeped in history. The 
Monaghan walking tour explores how this 
stronghold of the local MacMahon clan 
became a vibrant, bustling commercial 
centre and the capital of the county to 
which it gives its name. 

You are invited to join our tour guides for 
a ninety minute wander through the town 
centre to hear some fun facts, legends and 
true stories about this unique border town. 
Have a look around a ‘round’ corner, discover 
the raging river that flows through the heart 
of Monaghan, find out why Monaghan people 
are ‘the best’, why this tour is ‘the best’ and 
how you can be ‘the best’ too. And beware 
– the greatest vampire of them all has local 
connections!!

The tour will also outline how Monaghan will 
be destroyed at the end of the world when 
St Patricks Day falls on a Monday. We’ve had 
some close calls but our next destruction is 
not due until March 2025, so take the tour 
while you still can! 

Monaghan Town Walking Tours leave from 
the Westenra Arms Hotel in the Diamond 
at 11.00am every Saturday from April 
until September. Each tour lasts around 90 
minutes, and weather appropriate clothing 
and footwear are recommended. Each tour 
starts and ends on the Diamond and all tours 
are free of charge.
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Peter’s Lake
Find out who Peter was, see the 
Famine Memorial and discover the 
beautiful buildings on the North 
Road, including the Johnston and 
Madden Hall, the Provincial Bank, 
and the Model School (some are 
literally haunting!)

Church Square
At this stop we look at 

Monaghan’s greatest forgery, 
the Hotel no-one wanted to 

stay in, St Patrick’s Church and 
the Monaghan connection with 

Dracula and Oliver Twist. 

Mill Street 
Location of the Post Office, the 
first home of the St Louis Order 
in Ireland, the pub the customers 
bought, see beautiful Aviemore 
House (and hear about its 
notorious owner) and locate the 
best loved garden in the county.

Shambles River/ 
Ulster Canal

This area was the meadow of the 
original Castle that stood in the 

centre of the ‘new’ Monaghan Town. 
At this point in the tour we talk 

crap, i.e. about changes in waste 
management! And we will also 

show you the Greenway, the canal 
and the Monaghan Harbour. 

Monaghan  
County Museum
Award winning museum 
that tells the story of County 
Monaghan, free admission. 
Hear tales of some Monaghan 
characters from times gone by. 

Old Cross Square
This place is literally a 

‘Shambles’! Find out why, visit 
the towns oldest monument, 

the Market Cross and hear 
how the Presbyterians got two 

churches for the price of one. 

Market House
Explore the history of County 
Monaghan’s dedicated arts venue, 
tourist office and our town’s oldest 
public building. It has had some very 
different uses over the years, but is 
still recognised as one of the prettiest 
Market Houses in Ireland.

Dublin Street
The birthplace of one of 

Monaghan’s most famous sons, 
see the ‘towns within the town’ 
that were located in its entries 

and hear about the turbulent 
events that rocked this busy  

street in times past.

Dawson Monument
Uncover Monaghan’s links with 
the Crimean War and other 
conflicts, learn some early 
banking tricks and spot some 
architectural features unique  
to Monaghan Town.

The Diamond
We end our tour with a look at the 
beginnings of Monaghan Town, discuss 
the local media and make the connection 
between the Rossmore Memorial and the 
Westenra Arms Hotel. You will also find out 
why every student of Queens University 
Belfast are grateful to a famous son of 
Monaghan that the town has forgotten.

Why did no one want to stay in Johnny 
Short’s Hotel? Why did St Patrick make  
St Macartan a job offer? Why is Monaghan’s 
only boat harbour used to park cars?  
Did ‘Dracula’ ever visit Monaghan? How can 
a corner be round? The answer to all these 
questions can be found on the world’s best 
Monaghan town walking tour!


