SACRED
MONAGHAN

Explore the heart of Sacred Monaghan on this three-day, self-guided tour.
From pre-historic royal sites to ancient round towers, hidden temples and
museum treasures, discover the sites, artefacts and characters that have shaped
the spiritual journey of this special place.

DAY ONE
Begin your journey into the heart of Sacred Monaghan in the fascinating
town of Clones, where just decades after St Patrick arrived in Ireland, St
Tighernach founded a monastery. You can still see the Round Tower that
was a beacon to weary Christian pilgrims and was also used as a bell tower
to call all within earshot to prayer.
The abbey was attacked time and again by both Vikings and Normans.
After one terrible assault in the 12th century, the abbey and the town were
destroyed. From the ashes, a new abbey was built, known to locals as ‘the
Wee Abbey’, it still stands today. The Normans continued to fight a long
and bloody war with the Irish chieftains who had previously ruled the area.
Standing on the raised bank of the Norman fort at the highest point of town,
you can imagine the vicious clash of cultures raging around you.
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At the Ulster Canal Stores in Clones, you will hear how the lace industry
flourished here during the late 19th century. At one time, there were 1,500
lace-makers in the area and by 1910, Clones had become the centre of
crochet lace-making in Ireland. Most local families had their own motifs,
taking inspiration from nature around them, designs included plants such as

shamrock, fern, thistle, harp and local flowers. Examples of this exquisite
work can be viewed in the exhibition and purchased in the gift shop.
Travelling south, to the border with County Cavan, you will discover a unique
and very beautiful temple hidden within the depths of Dartrey Forest. The
Dartrey Mausoleum was designed by one of England’s most talented
architects of the 18th century. The mausoleum is a miniature of the Pantheon
in Rome and was commissioned by the Baron of Dartrey to commemorate
the untimely death of his young wife, Lady Anne Fermor.
The temple, which sits upon ‘Black Island’, is shrouded in a grove of
200-year-old oak and beech trees and is accessed only over an iron bridge.
The forest is bordered by a Great Famine wall, the building of which was
initiated to provide work for the starving local men. Continuing in a southerly
direction, stop at the truly unique, Saint Peter’s Tin Church just outside
the historic village of Laragh. You will find this incredibly picturesque church
in a beautiful woodland setting, overlooking a small, fast flowing river. Saint
Peter’s is a very rare example of a 19th century corrugated-iron-clad church
and displays a wealth of amazing architectural details.

It is said that its Swiss-Gothic hybrid style was applied by a local mill owner
and his wife following their honeymoon in Switzerland – its site carefully
chosen to mimic that found in the Swiss Alps. Travelling further south, stop at
the market town of Carrickmacross and find out about the town’s rich history
on the Heritage Trail or visit the Carrickmacross Workhouse to discover
the tragic tale of the Great Famine in the area. One of the few remaining
workhouses in the country, you will hear how one million people died in Ireland
through hunger and hardship and over one million people emigrated.
At the Carrickmacross Lace Gallery you will hear the fascinating story of
the beautiful lace which adorned Kate Middleton, the Duchess of Cambridge’s
stunning wedding dress. It started in the 1820s with a determined woman
named Mrs Grey Porter who began teaching appliqué to the local women so
that they could earn a living. Made by the poor for the rich and famous, the
exquisite lace became increasingly popular. However, Kate was not the first
royal to wear Carrickmacross Lace, the sleeves of Princess Diana’s famous
wedding dress were also trimmed with it. Today, the lace is still hand-worked
by passionate craftswomen in the town.
A 15-minute drive eastwards brings you to historic Inniskeen, a village with
a tumultuous and bloody history. A monastery which was founded here by St
Daigh in the 6th century was burned to the ground in 789, plundered by the
Vikings in 948, and destroyed for a second time in 1166. Today you can see
the bottom-third of the fortified Round Tower which managed to survive the
bloody battles.
Set amongst the rolling drumlins just a few miles away, you can enjoy
flavoursome craft beer, brewed with care and affection at the Brehon
Brewhouse and take a tour of the old forge, cottage and traditional brewery
while you are there. With the diversity of accommodation on offer in
Carrickmacross, you may choose to finish up the first day of your adventure
in a luxury hotel, the traditional comfort of a country house hotel or in the
homily atmosphere of a country pub guesthouse or bed & breakfast.

DAY TWO

DAY THREE

Your day begins with a trip over the border to one of the most important
archaeological sites on the island of Ireland, the legendary Emain Macha.
One of the great royal sites of pre-Christian Ireland, Emain Macha is shrouded
in myth and legend. Home of the famous Red Branch Knights and the Ulster
Cycle, you will hear stories associated with mystical characters such as Cu
Chulainn, King Conor McNessa, Queen Mebh and Deirdre of the Sorrows.
Explore the earthen mounds, ditches and banks of this sacred place, hear
about the massive circular ritual temple that once stood at its centre and learn
what it may have been used for, through interactive tours, exhibitions and
audio-visual shows.

Begin your third day at the award-winning, Monaghan County Museum which
showcases over 5,000 years of the incredible history of this beautiful region.
The museum is a treasure trove of local history with many intriguing objects. It
also houses the magnificent 14th century Cross of Clogher which is made of
bronze-encased oak and is richly adorned with beautiful Christian iconography.
Fascinating artefacts discovered in nearby ancient crannógs (defensive huts
made on man-made islands) include leather shoes, ornate bone combs and
needles made of antler.

Crossing back over the border in to County Monaghan you will find one of the
oldest religious sites in Ulster, the beautiful Errigal Truagh medieval church
and graveyard. Believed to have been used for worship as far back as Early
Christian times, the graveyard has one of the most important collections of
decorated headstones in Ireland, carved in a distinctive South Ulster style,
many headstones feature the fascinating ‘momento mori’ symbols of skulls,
long bones, coffins, bells and hourglasses.
A five-minute journey south, you will find the picturesque village of Mullan. A
place where time has stood still, the village has hardly changed since its days
as the centre of the linen industry in the region during the late 18th century.
The town continued to prosper when Charles Powell Leslie later built a flax
mill and houses for the town’s workers. Sadly, Mullan suffered badly during
the ‘Troubles’ and with dwindling industry, the town fell in to disrepair. More
recently the village has begun to prosper once again. Now part of the beautiful
Blackwater Heritage Trail, the village is a popular place for those wishing to
imagine Irish country life of the past.

A five-minute drive south brings you to the wonderful Rossmore Forest Park,
the former estate of the Rossmore family who were granted the lands in the
17th century. Although only the crumbling ruins of the once imposing castle
now remain, the castle gardens and their walls remain intact along with the fish
hatchery, the family crypt, the family’s pet cemetery and a beautiful avenue of
yew trees which runs for nearly 500 meters from the walled garden. This lovely
expanse of wood and glade has a great choice of tracks and trails through
thick forests of oak, ash, spruce, beech, larch, and giant redwood which were
planted by Lord Rossmore over 150 years ago. Five pristine lakes in the park
also provide great angling opportunities.
To discover what life was like in Ireland during the 19th Century travel further
south, to Sam More Open Farm in the village of Threemilehouse. With its
working forge, vintage displays, nature walk, fairy fort and collection of unusual
farm animals, this visit should provide a real treat for all the family.

A 10-minute drive south brings you to the scenic village of Glaslough where
you can immerse yourself in the story of the illustrious Leslie family. Owners
of the beautiful Glaslough Estate, the Leslie dynasty began over a thousand
years ago, with a young Hungarian nobleman named Bartholomew Leslie
marrying the Queen of Scotland’s sister. In the 1600s, John Leslie, known as
‘the fighting bishop’, bought the land around beautiful Glaslough, extending
the castle and building St Salvator’s Church. Over many generations, the
colourful Leslie clan has included several famous diplomats, writers and
soldiers.
Today, the castle on the estate is still a family home but is also a luxurious
hotel. A host of activities are on offer for residential guests including the
famous world-class equestrian centre. But what of the timeless village that
grew up alongside the castle? One of Ireland’s hidden gems, it is full of
characters and stories of its own. The Glaslough Heritage Trail App will
guide you through this intriguing history for free.
For your final night’s accommodation, choose from the splendour of the
castle itself, the boutique country house style hotel called The Lodge or the
‘home from home’ experience at the Old Stable Mews and Village Cottages.
Glaslough Village also has a selection of accommodation to choose from.

While in Mullan, you can also pick up some wonderful handcrafted Irish pottery
at Busy Bee Ceramics in the village, have a go on the potter’s wheel and
talk to Brenda about this ancient Irish craft. To finish off your day, travel further
south and enjoy a warm welcome in one of Monaghan town’s cosy guest
houses or hotels.

This is just a taste of what
Monaghan has to offer. Visit
www.monaghantourism.com
for more itineraries, trips and
tours around this wonderful
county!

