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Rossmore Forest Park is located 3 kilometres (2 miles) south west of Monaghan town.ometres (2 miles) south west of Monaghan town.ometres (2 miles) south west of Monaghan tow
Follow the N54 road towards Clones for 1.5 kilometres. Turn left onto the R189 road, sign-
posted to Newbliss. After a short distance, turn left into Rossmore and follow the entrance 

road to the main car park. Please note opening/ closing hours on the main gate. opening/ closing hours on the main gate. opening/

Rossmore Forest Park is managed as a 
commercial forest by Coillte. There may 
be occasions when walks are temporarily 
closed due to forest operations. Please 
respect signs and for your own safety, do 
not climb on timber stacks. Thank you.

Landscape & Archaeology

Trees & Plants

The low rolling hills of this area are called drumlins. 
During the last Ice Age, some 10,000 years ago, 

boulder clay was deposited like a blanket by the slowly 
moving ice sheet. As the ice moved it formed these 
little hills sometimes referred to as a ‘basket of eggs’ 
landscape. Natural lakes are common in the hollows 
but some of the lakes here in Rossmore were created 
with a lot of spadework in the 1800’s.
A little east of Barnhill Lake, there is a court tomb from 
the period 3000-1800 BC. It lies in a small forest clear-

ing and can be visited. 
This is the remains of 
a passage grave - the County Museum in 
Monaghan town has a reconstruction of 
such a tomb. A gold lunula or neck braclet 
was discovered in the park in c.1930 and is 
now in National Museum, Dublin.
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How to Get There

In these days of rising fossil fuel costs for oil, gas and coal we are growing 
very aware of the need to develop technologies to extract energy from 

renewable sources such as wind, wave, water and biomass. However, 
Rossmore had such technology many decades ago when it was one of the 
earliest properties to have an electricity supply - via a micro hydroelectric 
scheme. The water was taken from the weir pictured here and piped at a 
gentle slope to a reservoir, the remains of which can be seen in the forest. 
The water was then piped steeply downhill to the turbine, pictured here 
which generated electricity. The DC current was cabled to the castle.

Renewable Energy at Rossmore

Weir with Hydraulic Ram, 
Reservoir & Turbine



History of Rossmore Forest Park

Rossmore Forest Park is part of an estate 
of land that was granted to the Blayney 

family as part of the Plantation of Ulster 
in the early 1600’s. It passed to the West-
enra family in the early 1800’s and it was 
Warner Westenra, the 3rd Lord Rossmore 
who commenced the building in 1827 of 

Rossmore Castle in Tudor Gothic style, to the designs of William Vitruvius 
Morrison.  A main feature of the original building was a large square tower 
and turret with crow step battlements. An extension added in 1858 fea-
tured two towers, one with a polygonal turret and cupola. A competition 
developed over the years between Lord Rossmore and Mr. Shirley of Lough 
Fea, as to which of them could claim to have the largest room in County 
Monaghan. As a result the drawing room in Rossmore Castle was enlarged 
five times! Eventually the combined changes and additions resulted in a 
building with three towers and over 117 windows in 53 different shapes 
and sizes. After World War II the house developed a severe case of dry rot 
and the family were forced to leave. The castle was eventually demolished 
in 1974 for safety reasons.
The estate was acquired by the State in the 1950’s 
and replanted with a mixture of conifer and broad-
leaf trees. Conifer species include Sitka Spruce, 
Douglas Fir and Noway Spruce. Broadleaf trees 
include beech, oak and poplar. There are many self 
seeding ‘scrub’ trees such as  birch and alder. Nota-
ble in the park are some of the original estate trees 
including giant redwoods, yew, scots pine, cedars 
and monkey puzzle.
Many sites associated with the house can be seen 
around the forest park: the entrance gates and gate 
lodges, old walled gardens, pet cemetery, hydraulic ram, fish hatchery, man 
made lakes, wells and the mausoleum for family burials (private) located 
peacefully beside a waterfall. The hydraulic ram which is located beside 

the river was used to raise water uphill to 
the house. The device invented in 1772 has 
only two moving parts, a spring or weight 
loaded waste valve sometimes known as 
the “clack” valve and a delivery valve. 
Water flows into the structure, pushes the 
weight or ‘ram’ upwards. The waste valve 
closes and the ram now drives the water 
uphill as it falls.

Walking in Rossmore

Walking is good for your health both physical and 
mental. Set your pace to suit your enjoyment and 

you’ll quickly feel better and get fitter. Drink a glass of 
water before and after your walk and don’t forget, wear 
good comfortable shoes or boots.
There are four signposted walks in Rossmore Forest:

Accessible Path: good surface with uphill sections, wheelchairs etc.

Nature Trail: walk with signposted points of interest.

Castle Trail: visit many of the features associated withRossmore Castle.

Lake Walk: a circuit of the park and visit most of the lakes, boots required.

Leave no Trace
• Dispose of Waste Properly 
• Leave What You Find 
• Respect Wildlife 
• Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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