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= TRAVEL

8 YOU recline on

a stately couch

within Castle

Leslie Estate’s
sumptuous drawing
room — exquisite
antique furniture and
period paintings clois-
tered all about, eham-
pagne in hand as alog
fire crackles in the
pargantuan lireplace
— ¥ou eould be lor-
51_.1.r+:_n for asking "where

id it all go wrong?

Strictly tn the
Best senge, of o0urse.

This is not the foremoesl
guestion an our 13-year
pld"s mind, however. ‘Da
Lhey have wi-Il here?" he
wonders, dying to gel back
Lo his paming. I tell him Lo
lak instesd a0l on through
Lhe large zazh windows
begide us, acroas Lhe formial

arden below, with the ke

eyand, backdropped by
Lhe eslale’s woodland.

The 18th cenlury Seoltish
baronial-style casztle iz a
puilty pleasure Lo vVisit each
aftemonn for sweh a tpple,
bl Lthe wider 1,000-acps,
north Monaghan egtate isa
glige of heaven,

It's slowly dawned on me
oyer Lhe last decade that
EMonaghan must be Ire-
land"s most undervalued
county. It's a pure gem Lo
vigil, a little more nan
heair north of Dailslin

It's spread oulb across
drumlin-doibed Landscapes,
EJ]:ubenth ETRATS ]uu%]u and

jck-hedged small Oelds
angling over Humpily
Daimpty hillsides.

It'e Ulster, bul nok ag we
know it — a warmes, fend-
lier, easier Ulsler thal far
Lo few ever wisik.

S why not go all out and
stay where Lhe likes of Mick
Japger, WH Yeals and Paul
BloCartney etayed before

pid? Whal's marce, Lhe

ouge & 5Ll home Lo Lhe
founding family — Lhe Les-
lies — who have owned and
farmed these Lands for 400
bundred vears,

Thess davs, Samantha
Leglie is the custodian bul
itz @ shame [ never made DL
here while ‘Dancing Jaok'
wias #ill with us Jack Les-
lie died in 2016, aged 89,
amd wasz best known 1a
guezls for his heartfell
inviles Lo join him clubbing
pach weekend,

Fit for a king, we stay in
Lhe snug and Lastelully con-
vertad Old Blable Mews, in
Lhe pasl of Lhe eslale.

Over one fne weekend,
we wander Lhe multiple
trails aboul the Lree-dolbed
demeszne dating to the
1600, ambling up Lo mem-
prable breakfasls each
marning at The Lodge.

But there's alss pike fsh-
i on affer, not Lo mention
faleonry, archery and EJE
Largel shoaling, or just ga
in the spa all morning, ifil's
mare Folr pleagure.

Then there's Lhe OMG
cidiglae, as our Soh woild
E]:I!- ib. Cawr frst night is al

# 2 AA Rozpells award-
winning restaurani Snafl-
Oes, which lays on a five-
pourze dinner (€75 per
perzan). Our second nighl's
meal 15 excellent country
home cooking at Conor's
Bar & Lounge (LWo-oourge
dinper for €33 per person,
or thinss colrdes o E38).

Bdrge

Downton Abbeylike Castle Leslie
IS an exquisite guilty pleasure

BY
JAMIEBALL

Regal: Castle
Leslie. Below,
horse riding on
the grounds and

some of the
lavish interior

Far @ counkry &0 iolema-
tiomally renowned lor s

veks, iL's siriking how so
ey poelry lovers beyond
thege shoares have aver
heard of Palrick Eavanagh
(L50d- 19671, So, where bet-
fer to Jeam about the man
than inhis nearky home vil-
lage of Inizkeen, south
Monasghan, bess than 10km
ofl the K1,

The excellent Patrick
Havanapgh Centre (palrick
katanagheenire com. €101
iz el within a loremer
ahurch which Kavanagh
would attend ag a ¢hild —
he anly moved away [rom
Iniskeen aged 35

Through muiltimedia, text,
artefacts and [lm feotage,
the great man's life and

Euuir_l.' &re browght Lo 1ife.
i Vizil, then tell the warld
aboul thiz zell-taught,
unpsung genius of 20Lh cen-
tury Irgh literature. 4 troe
Monaghan man.

Alsn in gouth Monaghan,
nol 2km ofl The Dublin-
Drerry M2, is the musk-gep
Cardskmacrass Workhouse
{earrickmacrosse il ouze.
cam, €8, whith hosgis
highly-recommended ane-
hour iui.dud. Liurs sach
wark day at 11.3%kam and
2.30pm {booking required).

ERemarkably, while there
were pyver LA workhowses
built [rom the 18d0s
pnwards, less than Gwe are
aceesgible Lo Lhe |:|l.|lu|.i.|.'
Loday. OF these, Camickima-
crogs iz arpuably the best
cangerved and reglored,
bringing history ta life
through animated [ilm,
interpretative ariworks,
information panels, archi-
Lectural features and his-
Lorical artefacls,

T cap ofl our break, back
al Cagtle Leglie we go horse
dding aboul the eslale on
oabr final morning, raipsing
Lhrough Lhuntl:ird-a-ung
besch Wondland, along Lhe
verdant laneways and Tres-
lined avenues, }Lal:kmﬁgusl
that plazsy lake and those
majestic heritage bulldings,
like ame Downbown ATy
Leibite {one-hoiir hack for
£, two howrs for E85).

‘D we really have Lo go
hme?'kt.}l.-u '.l.lii.J wLEIlJ]ers a8
we pack our ba g
I.htﬁn.unﬁng's 'Eﬂl-.'ﬂuﬁ.’lllg
we nolk zlay here inatead
and hide?'

TRAVEL FACTS
hid-week B&E rates
starting at €250 per room,
see ogatlleleaiie. com.
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ASENSE OF ADVENTURE

CATHERINE

MURPHY

SPEN Snow-
mass i& the
name given Lo
an ieonic year-
round Colorado desti-
nation eonsisting of

four mountains.

The slope-zide village of
SEnowmass was developed in
1987 and, just ldkm away,
affers a guister, more family-
focugsed vibe Lhan the cul-
tural and hizstoaric mining
town of Azpen

Snowrnass fans joke that
ol ‘go o Aspen Lo be seen’
amd ‘o b Bnowmass o do’

Of course, bolth desiing-
tinns offer a range of activi-
Lies bul thers's same truth in
the joke.

The experiencs [ have stay-
ingr in Snowmazz is differsni
Lo my days in Aspen bul easy
e eds belwesn town and vil-

lage meansz Lhis mountain-
loving townie can have the
best of bolh warlds

The Bnowmass rodeo —
which celebrates itz 50Lh
anpiversary this summer —
ig the perfeclt antidote to
Aspen’s arl galleries, expen-
give glores and nightlife,
With an enbey [se of $20 for
@dults &nd £10 for childiemn,
it's an evenl lecals o to

Even the toddlars are wear-
ing cowboy Bools while I
have the audacity to turn up
without double denim or a
Blelzon. Belween niin show-
ers and a double nrinbow, I'm
treated Lo a glice ol Ameri-
cana with bucking broneas
and bull-risling galore.

Ite alow-key Lﬂ'l!'ai:r al which
adults eat hol dopgs in the
slands and Kids elamber up
fenees in their cowboy bools
La cabek Ehe aclion.

The best of thatl action ixa
thriling barrel-racing event
in which female riders dis-
play great gpeed and aeill.

Perhaps magk unusaal
evenl 18 'mutlon bustin’,
which involvez children try-
ing Lo ride Lhe lengih ol the
arena lyving reverze on the
backs of gheep. Whoewer
hangs an the longest wins,
thoupgh most get dumped
uneeremoniouzly within
yards of the start gate.

To my Irizh eves, il looks
bizarre bul I puess it's preity
norrnal il vou've grown up on
@ ranch and must be good
preparation for future bull-
riding cormpetitors,

Children from around Lhe
US take part and eventually,
a kid from Texaz holds on
for the fuall length of the
wrerd Lo win

Following this evening of
ﬁzuﬂ-n:ﬂumﬂ [family fun, I

ad back lo Spowmmass,
where I've checked inta
Creatwood Condominiums.
Ofering comfortable condas
nad an autdear I:-HUI [ar pasl-
activity relaxalbion, Crest-
wood I8 situated jisl a Tew
minubes ram the resort Dase
and near the colourhil “akil-
tle" gondala lifts which Lake
Elu i @ short ride up to

pwmars Mall and ils mix
al ghaps and bars.

The Aspen BnOWmass sum-
mier seazon runs until the
firgl week of Oetober and
when travelling to the moun-

Lains, you have Lo be pre-
ared Tor all weather. B
igh altitude also makes it

wital Lo stay hydrated.

That jeke abaul Snowmass
being a place whers you '
Lo do” reveals jts truth in
mauntain-biking terms.
Agpen Snowmasze ollers

m ol sEingle-Lrack trails
amd i the Gral International

Mountain Biking Associa-

tion Gold Level ride cenire

in Colorado, and only the
geventh in the world.

While the ride cenire
glretehes rom Agpen all Lhe
way o Glenwood Springs,
Brnowmass sits rght in Lhe
middle of it and & Lherefore
am ideal bage fram which Lo
explore a range of trails that
caler for everyane fom farmi-
Beg Lo experis.

The eazy-Lo-cycle Rio
Grande agphalted palh
Eﬁuu& through Snowmaass

ul on the cpening day of

mounlain-biking ssagon, I

opl o take a gondola up ta

Campr and the Last gr.lr
el where a gagple of exeited
kids wiail Iurﬁe ifls Lo open.

Eitted oul head to toe in

mountain-biking safely gear,

Lhey lo=ake Likee mind-pras.

HE Laoat Forest at
Elk Camp is a moun-
lain adventure cen-
tre for families with a
climbing wall, zip line, ropes
calrge, games and perhaps
mosl popular of all, the
BJE.HE.I‘]EHEE'E alpine coaster,
which whizzes you along an
elevated track through the
forest for an exhilarating
eiphl-minuts ride
lder children can ride
wilh parenls or golo, navi-
gating bairpin turns and
curves at up Lo 45kph. With-
oul exception, svery rider
that steps off the coaster
raves about i and kids gen-
erally rejoin the gqueue 1o da
it agrmin.

Snowmass is proud of ils
bike park — and rightly so. IL
Lakes riders up Lo almaoat
3,000m and droeps Lhem
LOdbm from the top of the
Elk Camp chair 1ift to village
bage with 40km of diverss,
purpose-bailt trails. Riding
Lhe chadrlift up to ga h.i.l::i.n?.
I gee some fantastic skills
from riders on their way
down the trails.

Aspen SBnowmass is home
Lo @ vash wilderness loved by
real adventure fans bul from
Lthe top of the Elk Camp
B, I ean take an easy hiking
route back down Lo Lhe
Laat Parest.

The Summil trxil takes me

L impressive yiews of Lhe
araen Bells peaks and
righi past the Alpine coasler
bBefore depoziling me at
a gell-gservice restaurant
for lunah.

Aferwards, I continue
walking, thiz Lime Laking Che
Vista Lrail down Lo Snow-
mage bage willage. Again this
iz an easy walk and takes me
through Aspen larests.

Ilearn that Aspen trees are
a zingle bving anganism and
thal on sunny davs, i vou've
fargolien Lo Tﬁph‘ Eln
gereen, rubbing the bark of
an Aspen tree will produce a




