Magnificent Monaghan: The stunning short-
break capital of Ireland

County combines great value with breathtaking scenery and award-winning food
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For cost-effective short breaks combining magnificent scenery and plenty of things to do, look no
further than marvellous Monaghan.

The border counties are some of the most stunning in Ireland but are often overlooked for big cities
like Dublin, Galway and Cork, or well-trodden tourist destinations such as the Wild Atlantic Way.
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But head inland and you will find the region caters for every need, sometimes at a fraction of the pric&

It was with this in mind that I headed off to Moanghan at the end of March for a quite frankly brilliant
short break as a guest of Failte Ireland.

Home for two nights was the renowned Castle Leslie Estate in the village of Glaslough. The four-star
hotel has a well-earned reputation for luxury, but depending on when you stay, it is also becoming
increasingly affordable.

The estate has some fantastic midweek deals, with prices dropping considerably from weekends. I
personally prefer midweek travel because not only is it more economical, but hotels are also less busy,
as are local attractions, and you can get a table at short notice in nearly every restaurant.

Castle Leslie kindly put us up in one of its Old Stable Mews upside down houses — a pleasant 15-minute
walk through woodland from reception at the back of the estate.

These are a series of two bedroom homes converted from old stables. I've stayed in hotels all around
the world, and the Old Stable Mews are a firm favourite.

You enter through a front door on the first floor, which contains two spacious bedrooms, one with en-
suite and a separate large bathroom.

Downstairs is a huge open-plan space with kitchen, dining area, living area, open fire and two sets of
double doors leading out to a patio.

It was so cosy we were happy to spend an evening lounging around there after an early dinner and gin-
making masterclass at Andy’s Bar in Monaghan town.



Kevin Redmond

One of its owners, the affable Kevin Redmond, took us through how he produces the bar’s award-
winning gins, including the delicious rhubarb version.

It’s a small, in-house operation, but one with a massive reputation and which consistently sweeps the
board in national competitions.

Andy’s Bar’s success is all the more remarkable given the pub has burned down twice, but that has only
added to the owner’s resolve.

Food there is also top quality, with the pub very proud of its ‘Monaghan sauce’, which has been served
since it opened in 1983. Coming as an accompaniment to meat dishes, this tangy mushroom and onion
sauce is a must-try.



You could quite easily eat your way around Monaghan — the restaurants there are top drawer — but it’s
also worth checking out the county’s rich cultural heritage.

Liz Christy at Swallow Studios

One stop, off the beaten track, is Swallow Studios, which is owned by designer and traditional hand-
weaver Liz Christy.

Liz is a real tour de force and produces beautiful garments from her premises on the road to
Castleblayney.



She dyes her own wool, creating the most mesmerising patterns which are then woven by hand on her
looms — a skill that has to be seen to be believed.

Swallow Studios really is one of Monaghan’s success stories, as is the state-of-the-art Monaghan
County Museum, which relocated to the town’s peace campus in 2024.

It’s a gorgeous building, flooded with sunlight, which is free to enter and explore. The museum tells the
story of Monaghan’s modern history, with a particular emphasis on the border and how it has impacted
on life over the past century.

The brilliant thing about the museum is that it makes no judgments. It presents facts and allows
visitors to draw their own conclusions.



Monaghan County Museum

There is also a celebration of the county’s local heroes, with sports featuring prominently, given former
world champion boxer Barry McGuigan and Irish rugby’s flying winger Tommy Bowe are proud
Monaghan men.

Around the corner from the museum is another must-visit foodie destination, the Batch Loaf
restaurant. Its talented chefs blend traditional Irish dishes with contemporary dining, and I can vouch
for the quality of the food on offer.



The Batch Loaf

An exciting way to work off the calories — and there are plenty of them in Monaghan given the top-
notch grub — is at Rally School Ireland near Scotstown.

This is high-octane, high-adrenaline stuff, careering around a track in the company of a co-pilot in a
selection of high-speed rally cars.

My personal favourite, and I expect it is the same for most people, was getting to drive the wonderful
Mark II Ford Escort.

It was a pleasure to sit behind the wheel of this beast of a 1970s motor, and taking a hairpin bend in it
while my co-pilot bellowed instructions in my ear was a real highlight.

What I also now have is a new-found appreciation of the skill and physicality required to drive this feat
of engineering.



Mark Il Escort at Rally School Ireland

If you're after something a bit more calming than a six-lap rally car experience, a walk around
Rossmore Forest Park is a must.

On the outskirts of Monaghan town, this lovely little nature reserve has several walks which are well
marked and range in distance from 1km to 8km.

I can’t praise Monaghan enough. The people there are friendly and charming and there really is a ton of
things to do.



It’s a perfect short-break destination and very affordable, with loads of great deals to be had midweek
and ahead of the summer when things get busier.

Like any holiday, it’s the unexpected moments that make it memorable, none more so than the very
perceptive waiter in The Batch Loaf, who overheard me encouraging my better half to treat herself to a
birthday cocktail.

At the end of the meal he presented her, unprompted, with a little birthday cake with a lit candle on top.

All The Batch Loaf staff joined in a chorus of Happy Birthday, which got a round of applause from the
entire restaurant.

It was a fitting and unexpected end to a wonderful holiday.
Travel factfile

For more information on the many things to do in Monaghan, and to stay updated with the latest
inspiration on places to visit, visit www.discoverireland.ie. The website’s Find Yourself On a Short

Break section is a brilliant tool to help plan the perfect holiday, catering for every budget and all
interests.
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